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SUB J : PROPOSED SAFAIR USE OF US LANDING FACILITIES 
REF: STATE 177039 

1. EMBASSY OFFICER MET ON JULY 29 WITH ROBERT CORMACK 
OF FCO DEFENSE DEPARTMENT AND ANTHONY FORD OF CENTRAL 
SOUTH AFRICA DEPARTMENT REGARDING SOUTH AFRICA'S CLEAR- 
ANCE REQUEST FOR THREE SAFAIR FLIGHTS THROUGH ASCENSION 
ISLAND. ACCORDING TO FCO, THE SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY IN 
LONDON LAST YEAR REQUESTED A BLANKET CLEARANCE FROM THE 
UK FOR SIXTEEN SAFAIR ROUND-TRIP FLIGHTS TO FRANCE TO 
TAKE PLACE BETWEEN JANUARY AND JULY 1975. EACH FLIGHT 
WOULD TOUCH AT ASCENSION BOTH COMING AND GOING. SAG EMBAS 
SY FILED 12 SPECIFIC FLIGHT PLANS SPACED OVER THE LAST 

FEW MONTHS, THREE IN FACT THIS MONTH, AND THE LAST OF 
WHICH WAS SCHEDULED FOR JULY 25-26. 

2. FCO ASSUMES THAT EACH OF THESE FLIGHTS WENT OFF AS 
PLANNED AND NOT VIA AN ALTERNATE ROUTE, BUT WILL ATTEMPT 
TO CONFIRM.(SUGGEST WE DO THE SAME.JWITH THE ORIGINAL 
BLANKET CLEARANCE ABOUT TO EXPIRE, HOWEVER, FCO CONSIDERS 
THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM A DEAD ISSUE UNLESS THE SAG EMBASSY 
REQUESTS AN EXTENSION. CORMACK AND FORD FOUND PUZZLING 
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BEST EXPLANATION WAS THAT SAG EMBASSY OFFICIALS MISTAKEN- 
LY TOOK ACTION ON AN INFORMATION COPY CABLE ADDRESSED TO 
LONDON. 

3. FCO READILY AGREED THAT ANY FUTURE THIRD-PARTY RE- 
QUESTS FOR COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS THROUGH ASCENSION SHOULD 
BE COORDINATED WITH THE DEPARTMENT BEFORE RESPONSE, 
PARTICULARLY WHERE SOUTH AFRICA IS INVOLVED. WHEN EMBASSY 
OFFICER REFERRED TO ARTICLE XI, PARAGRAPH 3, OF THE 1956 
AGREEMENT REQUIRING JOINT APPROVAL, CORMACK PRODUCED THE 
ORIGINAL ACCORD AND QUOTED THE REFERENCED PROVISION 
WHICH STATES THAT THIRD-PARTY CLEARANCE WILL BE GOVERNED 
BY PROCEDURES TO BE AGREED UPON BY US AND UK. WE ASSUME 

A SUBSEQUENT DOCUMENT LAYS OUT THE PROCEDURES AND ESTAB- 
LISHES THE REQUIREMENT FOR JOINT APPROVAL, BUT WOULD LIKE 
CONFIRMATION. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE (A) LEARNING HOW 
SOUTH AFRICANS FOLLOW-UP THEIR JUNE 24 REQUEST; (B) RE- 
FERENCE AND LANGUAGE GOVERNING US-UK AGREEMENT FOR THIRD- 
PARTY FLIGHTS THROUGH ASCENSION; AND (C) RESULTS OF 
INQUIRY TO ASCENSION WHETHER SAFAIR FLIGHTS HAVE TRANSIT 

ED THE FACILITY. 

RICHARDSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, LANDING RIGHTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, MILITARY FLIGHT CLEARANCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LONDON11651 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750262-0039 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975071 3/aaaaalkx. tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 177039 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <06 NOV 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROPOSED SAFAIR USE OF US LANDING FACILITIES 
TAGS: PFOR, MILI, OCLR, UK, SF, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



